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In production!

As the mild weather of spring bathed the
Isle of Man in sunshine, the ‘‘weather
window’’ needed to cover the ANR
Hangar arrived. Teams of workers from
Clyde Canvas lowered the 3; ton sections
of fabric to cover the mighty structure,
Inside the hangar AAC’s own experts are
building the machine shop and composite
workshop, ready for the move from Derby

Road.

The gondola jig is already
in place within the hangar,
while at Derby Road the
finishing iouclies arc being
put to the wing jig and
composites plug.

As well as the more
obvious work being done,

the “‘backroom boys’’ of
AAC’s production team
are establishing the paper-
woik data base for pro-
cedures and engineering
processes. Although less
visible than 30 foot jigs this
aspect of getting things

started is just as vital to
the company as is the
physical production of
componcnts. So . . . .
“‘here’s to the boys in the
backroom!”’

continued on next page M

Composite work

David Machin, seen work-
ing in the photograph (on
right) on the plug mould for
cantilevered composite nose
structure of the A.N.R.
Gondola, is an old hand at
aviation composite work.
The G.R.P. aircraft (below)
is David’s own, which he

built himselfin 1985. As well
as this, David has produced
another aircraft which has
subsequently been sold and,
inaddition has produced two
further aircraft for friends.
The A.N.R. gondola plug
mould is seen here in the
early phases of its con-

struction, but since the
photograph was taken it has
been smoothed down to a
more recognisable shape.
Work will shortly begin on a
second plug for the tail-piece
of the gondola.
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