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Hello everyone   

Wishing you all  

a Happy New Year 2022! 

 

 

Greetings from Myself, Chairman Alastair Lawson, and other Trustees and officers of AHT. 

In this constant period of uncertainty and change, I hope all your families are well, and that you were able 

to enjoy time with loved ones this Christmas, and especially through 2022.  

As you know, we continue to be busy in trying to manage the Trust’s activities whilst regulations change at 

the drop of a hat, and so this is making planning for the future equally complex and challenging.  Needless 

to say that safety is always a top priority, and just having recovered from a serious bout of COVID myself, 

despite being double jabbed,  that I personally want to make sure that we are all careful in not picking up 

or passing it on to loved ones at this time. 

Apologies too from the Membership Secretary Roger Allton for this Newsletter coming to you in January. 

We too had family illness problems, not COVID related. 
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Airship Dreams:  Defying Gravity  

10 July 2021-20 March 2022, Connections Gallery – Free Entry 

If you’ve not seen it then please do make time to support the 
Higgins Museum and see the items on display! 

In the Connections Gallery, and curated in partnership with the 
local community, visitors will discover community treasures, oral 
histories, artefacts, screened digital materials, animation, graphic 
design and young people’s responses to the themes. 

Supported by National Lottery Heritage Fund, Arts Council 
England, Bedford College, Harpur Trust and Airship Heritage 
Trust, the display has some wonderful items on display.  Do go 
and support this display. 

 

   
   

 

R 101 1:500 Scale Model now available 



AIRSHIP HERITAGE NEWS   

WWW.AIRSHIPSONLINE.COM   
 

 

Now that Christmas is over, and we are starting to look for things to do on the Winter nights moving into 
Spring, then why not add to your model collection.  

For those members who have a Frog model of the R 100, and might remember my Scaling Down article on 
models in Dirigible (Spring 2021) I’m delighted to say that AHT member Derek Harrington has made a 1:500 
model of the R 101 to match the 1:500 scale. 

Details can be found on his website classicairships.com  

• Boxed kits in 1:700 scale complete with mooring mast, fine detail parts in resin, decals and a display 
stand  available from my website: R101    R100 

• Single print with sprued parts in 1:500 scale from my Shapeways shop (at the moment I am 
offering the decals free, posted separately):   R101 1:500 

• 1:600 versions with separate resin parts are also available from my Shapeways 
shop with DECALS available from my website. 

Order yours now!  

 I have and am pleased to report that it arrived very quickly from the “Shapeways” website.  Derek has also 
sent the corresponding decals to be added to the ship which are in the correct scale. I can’t wait to add it to 
the collection or for use on Zoom lectures.  A special thanks indeed for Derek for undertaking this task and 
producing different and unusual airships, which other manufacturers won’t cover.  As these models are quite 
unique and not mass produced  the detailing is superb using the latest 3D printing techniques.   

TV: The Hindenburg Disaster: 10 Fatal Mistakes (Channel 5Select) 

 

If you haven’t seen it, we can recommend searching for the 5Select TV series, The Hindenburg, 10 Fatal 
Mistakes.  Despite the documentary having some curious details, we’d like to say a big thank you to our 
own Dirigible Editor, Dr Giles Camplin, who spent 4 hours being interviewed in a freezing basement, but 
does appear in the TV program.  As he said himself, it’s heavily edited, and of course the TV producers 
want to show what they want, but at least by participating, Giles got some points across about the use of 

https://www.classicairships.com/
http://www.modelairships.com/h-m-a-r101-with-cardington-mast/
https://www.modelairships.com/r100-with-montreal-mast/
https://www.shapeways.com/product/FJG4HSRAF/r101-in-1-500-scale
https://www.shapeways.com/shops/classicairships
https://www.shapeways.com/shops/classicairships
http://www.modelairships.com/decal-sheet-ca015-r101-1600-scale/
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hydrogen and airships in general. Well done Giles! we have another TV star in our fold, and the AHT gets a 
mention. 

Don’t forget Amazon Smile – Every order benefits a charity, including the AHT. 

Did you know that Amazon offered a free cashback donation to selected charities?  AmazonSmile is a 

program that donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a charity of your choice. All you need 

to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. The donation will be made at no extra cost to you and 

you can choose from nearly one million public charitable organizations 

Simply login to Amazon using the url link : https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

You’ll then be able to link your account to a charity of your choice, by going to Your Account=> Shopping 
Profile=> link Charity.  You can select any charity from the list, and you can choose the AHT.  The Trust will 
receive the donations from Amazon on a quarterly basis. (Thanks Alastair) 

Did you catch the recent Airship seminar? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOW1rsqm40g&t=214s  

"Pioneering the future of sustainable travel" - Dubai Expo 11th Nov. 2021 

1hr 57 mins and 6 speakers. 

YouTube is readily available, with many Airship items. Please give us your recommendations. 

Wooden airship models. 

Member Trevor Dean sent this source. 

https://www.mymahoganymodel.com/cat_madetoordermodels.php 

New Memberships: 

As you will have seen in Dirigible, there have been many members who passed away in 2021. The good 
news is that we have the most new members in 2021 for many years, - so our numbers are up. We are 
pleased to say that despite the lock downs and limitations on all of our activities over the last two years, 
we have managed to increase our membership with 51 new members joining our ranks! 

A new member in Germany has Computer Generated Images (CGI) skills, and is working on the whole R-
100 docking procedure. There is also a chance of Virtual Reality as well. 

Also from Germany via YouTube, the ‘Zeppelin’ train, complete with aero engine and pusher propellor: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-ID_ktSoLY Zeppelin train 1930. Two parts. 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOW1rsqm40g&t=214s
https://www.mymahoganymodel.com/cat_madetoordermodels.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-ID_ktSoLY
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Archive Research and digitisation: The theme for this newsletter. 

Apart from Membership work, the remainder of my AHT time is spent in digitising documents and 
photographs to pass to our web master for inclusion in our world renowned www.airshipsonline.com  
reference source. This is a key part of our charitable work for the whole world to access FoC. I have many 
‘Cardington’ documents to digitise, which should be easy with scanners etc. Not really! 

Sadly much of the 1920/30 documentation saved is either fuzzy 3rd carbon copies (remember them, and 
the black finger tips to go with them?), or prints from microfiche film. Sadly, many multi-page documents 
are incomplete. An example later. 

Here is a relatively easy example, where I have ‘cleaned up’ on the right-hand side – about 30 mins work. 

The lines are in the microfiche film, and the background discolouration is the old photo-copying process. 
However, this is a historic document from Barnes Wallis.  An American R-100 airship?  

 

http://www.airshipsonline.com/
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 Initialled by Barnes Wallis himself. It never came to anything, but shows how hard Commander Burney 
was trying to get his ‘Airship Scheme’ onto reality. 

Here are two horrors – carbon copies microfiched, then photo-copied again!! 

 

As yet I have not found a computer programme which can sharpen ‘carbon copy text’, and if I try OCR, the 
result is gobbledegook! 
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Please members, do tell me if you have ideas to ease my work, which in some cases, requires a complete 
re-typing of the document, to go alongside the original, after time consuming deciphering of indistinct 
words. 

Now the incomplete multi-page letter, from the Cambridge archive of Vickers Ltd., describing the trip to the 
official opening of the Beauvais R 101 airship memorial on 4th October 1933. Of course, I continue to search 
for the remainder, especially as I am unsure of the writer’s identity. Anyone recognise the address? 
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So there it is – one person’s ‘incomplete’ eyewitness to the ceremony at the R 101 memorial in France. 
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Since the original is not available, this is exactly as photocopied and the comments and drawings were 
probably very relevant at the time. The newspaper report of the ‘wreath dropping’ particularly, was probably 
written from an official French Press Release rather than as an observer at the event! 

Incidentally, the book mentioned under ‘Thursday’, is currently available on Amazon from USA, at £31.60 
incl postage. 

 

Books on line? 

 Another thought is to add complete ‘airship related’ books to our website. Once the copyright has run out, 
it is legally possible to scan complete books on line. You have probably seen advertisements on EBay for up 
to 100 airship/aeroplane books on a CD, usually for less than a £5.00. I have them, and they are good, but 
somehow I do prefer the ‘feel’ of a book. Would you, our members, like this book availability on our site? 
Would this help to recruit younger members, who have been brought up on ‘online’ or Kindle reading? 

Talking of books, AHT has been gifted recently many books from donations, or from deceased members. If 
you are considering this, would you please let me know, so that I have an idea of the space likely to be 
necessary? 

 

Some LZ 85 photos dated 02/05/1916 at Salonica. Via Peter Davison.  

 

Note the measurements etc on some photos for use by British airship builders. 
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Finally looking to 2022 and beyond:  As you know, our Articles of Association state that the 

main objectives of the Airship Heritage Trust are: 

Our Objectives 

The main principal objectives of the Trust are: 

1) To foster and promote the study of the history of airships in its every aspect and to present 
the results of such study to the public 
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2) To stimulate public interest in the role of Cardington as an airship base and in the 
conservation of the principal buildings thereof 

3) To promote and assist in the formation of, or to build and operate, or assist in the operation 
of a museum and study centre devoted to the airship and its related technology 

4) To assist in the formation and operation of museum and library facilities devoted to lighter-
than-air vehicles generally 

In the post COVID era, are these aims suitable for what we hope we can achieve, and truly preserve our 
‘Airship Heritage’? Here are my thoughts:  

1) Our www.airshipsonline.com website is a world leader and promotes the history of airships to the 
public globally. Our members also receive the benefit of latest research in our excellent Dirigible 
Magazine. 

2) We try all we can, and our Co. Secretary monitors all planning proposals. The Sheds are ‘listed’, 
though not usually publically available to view. 

3) Is a ‘Museum’ facility what you members feel is required, bearing in mind the cost of paid staff and 
premises? On-line access ensures that the world can access our ’Museum’, from where ever! 

4) Would you like us to try to bring all aspects of LTA under one heading?  

These are all key issues for your Trustees to discuss and promote for the future. 

Sadly the restrictions of COVID have stopped my proposed local meetings to discuss all these matters. 

Now that we have our committee meetings on Zoom or Teams, you can have your say to the Trustees 
without a journey or overnight costs. You can also volunteer to assist the Trust. Please do consider this. 

Members’ comments and suggestions are always welcome, by telephone if you wish to discuss something. 
Stay safe in this difficult time, and if you feel that I can help you – please do tell me. 

Cheers, 

 

 

http://www.airshipsonline.com/

